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Abstract— The paper explores gendered resistance and cultural 
memory as interconnected themes in some of Bernardine 
Evaristo's novels, considering her to be a prominent author of 
Black British literature. In her works, Evaristo draws attention to 
the experiences of women, living in conditions of intersection of 
race, gender, class, and cultural identity. Through the prism of 
Black feminism and cultural memory researches, the paper 
examines the acts of resistance of female characters against 
patriarchal oppression and social marginalization and the ways to 
reclaim their agency. Qualitative textual analysis of selected novels 
focusing on the narrative representation and identity construction 
and restoration of the historical memory is used as a method of 
research. It can be seen from the results of the research that 
Evaristo uses various techniques such as different narrative voices, 
storytelling across generations, and reinterpretation of history to 
restore the marginalized experiences and challenge dominant 
cultural discourse. It is obvious from her works that cultural 
memory should not be perceived only as a form of remembering 
the past, but rather as a powerful resource which marginalized 
people use to affirm their identities and heritage, resist oppression 
and injustices, and fight for their rights. Besides, it is shown that 
resistance is achieved by means of everyday practices, self-
representation, and recovering of the lost history. The 
combination of gendered resistance and cultural memory allows 
Evaristo to make a significant contribution to the Black feminist 
literary discourse and widen current ideas about identity and 
belonging of people. 

Keywords— Bernardine Evaristo; Gendered Resistance; Cultural 
Memory; Black Feminism; Black British Literature; Identity 
Formation; Postcolonial Studies; Women's Agency. 

INTRODUCTION 

Modern literature is becoming an important place where 
complex interactions between gender, identity, history, and 
cultural affiliation are being studied. In modern British 
literature, Bernardine Evaristo occupies a unique academic 
niche because of her analysis of the experience of Black British 
people and her dedication to representing voices that have been 
historically silenced in dominant academic and literary 
conversations. Evaristo's books challenge established notions 
of race, gender, and national identities through representation 
of the life stories of those women who highlight issues related 
to social, cultural, and political inequalities. 

Resistance by Gender is an important concept in the field of 
feminist literature, which reveals how women fight against and 
deal with oppressive systems that exist in society. Resistance 
not only involves political activism, but also entails everyday 
acts of defining oneself, narrativization, preserving culture and 
making claims about one’s own individual and collective 
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identity. The women in Evaristo’s stories often resist gender 
constraints, racism and social exclusion. These stories reveal 
how resistance happens at the level of personal lives, families 
and communities. 

 
 

Fig. 1. Bernardine Evaristo 
Source: 

https://thequeensreadingroom.co.uk/recommenders/bernardine-
evaristo/ 

The concept of cultural memory plays an equally important part 
in Evaristo's writings. The term cultural memory refers to the 
collective memories of experiences, traditions, values, and 
identities shared by communities throughout generations. For 
those who belong to marginalized communities, memory serves 
as a powerful tool for maintaining their cultural heritage and 
uncovering the parts of history that were erased from dominant 
historiography. Revisiting overlooked stories, experiences of 
ancestors, and historical silences, the author shows the ways in 
which memory shapes one's sense of identity and belonging. 
With each novel, Evaristo creates a space that makes it possible 
to re-imagine and recover histories. 

It is especially interesting to look at the interrelationship 
between gendered resistance and cultural memory in Evaristo's 
works. One may say that her novels show how acts of resistance 
are often guided by consciousness about history and collective 
memory. Women find inspiration in their cultural tradition, 
family history, and collective experience while fighting against 
the system of subordination and discrimination that they have 
inherited. In the interconnection of memory and resistance, 
identity appears to be a dynamic process that includes the 

combination of history and social changes. Identity in Evaristo's 
novels is constructed through various identities related to 
gender, race, ethnicity, class, and nationality of her characters. 

This research explores the connection between gendered 
resistance and cultural memory in some of Bernardine 
Evaristo's novels. Using black feminist theories and the theory 
of cultural memory, the paper analyzes how Evaristo constructs 
identity, reclaims marginalized histories, and uses narrative 
techniques that subvert dominant cultural discourse. 

 
 

Fig. 2. Novels by Bernardine Evaristo  
Source: https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bernardine-Evaristo-Collection-

Loverman-Tourists/dp/912409157X 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

As a writer of contemporary times, Bernardine Evaristo has 
become one of the most influential figures in Black British 
literature, producing texts that not only challenge existing 
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literary conventions but also broaden portrayals of such notions 
as race, gender, sexuality, and identity. It was after the 
publication of Girl, Woman, Other and its winning the Booker 
Prize that academic interest towards Evaristo's work increased 
significantly. Many researchers have focused on the 
contribution of the writer to Black British literature, feminism, 
multiculturalism, and postcolonial studies, paying special 
attention to her original narration and her desire to represent 
historically marginalized groups. 

A considerable number of scholarly articles consider Evaristo's 
connection to black feminist theory and intersectionality. It is 
emphasized that the author's female characters are subject to 
various forms of marginalization based on their race, gender, 
class, sexuality, and age. According to Strauss, Girl, Woman, 
Other represents the key ideas of fourth-wave feminism by 
showcasing different aspects of womanhood and defying any 
monolithic feminist narratives. In a similar way, Sarıkaya-Şen 
interprets the novel as transmodern feminist fiction that voices 
out Black women excluded from dominant literary and cultural 
representations for long. Therefore, the presented studies show 
how the fiction of Evaristo contributes to the development of 
feminist discourse. 

Intersectionality is another perspective that provides insight 
into the process of identity formation in Evaristo's novels. 
Several researchers claim that her characters interact with 
multiple systems of domination and discrimination that cannot 
be analyzed from a single point of view. In the light of the recent 
interpretations of Girl, Woman, Other, it becomes clear how 
race, gender, and class function together as interconnected 
mechanisms shaping individuals' experience. Through the 
presented intersectional approach, Evaristo defies essentialist 
theories of identity and contributes to the development of a 
more complicated understanding of social inclusion and 
exclusion. 

Resisting and exercising agency is one more research trajectory 
devoted to the works of Evaristo. It is noted that female 
characters of her works defy patriarchal expectations, racial 
discrimination, and social marginalization. Instead of 
representing females as passive victims, the author depicts them 
as agents able to negotiate and resist oppression. Studies 
considering the issue of diasporic identity and resistance show 
that the narratives of Evaristo prioritize self-definition, cultural 
affirmation, and collective empowerment. The ways of 
resistance include education, artistry, politics, and preservation 
of cultural traditions. Thus, such descriptions contribute to 
larger questions of empowerment in Black feminist literature. 

Moreover, researchers have investigated the contribution of 
Evaristo to the history of Black British literature based on the 
recovery of marginalized voices. For example, Abram notes 
that Girl, Woman, Other acknowledges the existence and 

diversity of Black people in Britain and invites readers to pay 
attention to stories remaining unnoticed before. Similarly, 
critical analysis of the novel emphasizes its aim to address 
omissions in the history by recording the life experiences of 
Black British women through generations. This idea of 
visibility, representation, and historical recovery corresponds to 
larger cultural and political initiatives of challenging 
exclusionary national narratives. 

Cultural memory has become a rather popular topic of 
contemporary literary criticism especially in the context of 
marginalized communities. Cultural memory can be defined as 
the collective memory of experiences, traditions, and identities 
passed through generations. Even though some scholars discuss 
the issue of history, heritage, and belonging in Evaristo's 
novels, it is done usually through the prism of identity and 
diaspora. Studies of the Black British literature prove that 
memory is one of the ways of maintaining the continuity of 
culture and opposing its erasure. Evaristo's narratives 
frequently reconstruct ignored history and give voices to those 
excluded from official accounts. 

In addition, researchers investigate the innovative techniques of 
narration employed by Evaristo in her works. She is commonly 
described as a polyphonic writer due to the numerous voices 
presented in her works. Critical analysis of Girl, Woman, Other 
proves that the fragmented and connected narration destabilizes 
the traditions of hierarchical storytelling and creates room for 
diversity of experiences. Recently, it is claimed that the form of 
the novel reflects the principles of feminism and 
intersectionality by defying singularity and embracing 
plurality. As a result, Evaristo gives her marginalized characters 
the opportunity to represent their own history and identity. 

Moreover, multiculturalism and diaspora are two concepts that 
allow exploring the question of belonging, migration, and 
cultural hybridity in Evaristo's literature. It is seen how her 
characters negotiate multiple cultural affiliations while 
experiencing exclusion from British society. Thus, it becomes 
evident that in Evaristo's fiction identity is flexible and dynamic 
and is formed through historical and cultural interactions. 

Despite the growing body of scholarship on Evaristo's work, a 
notable gap remains. Existing studies primarily focus on 
intersectionality, feminism, race, identity, or narrative form, 
often concentrating exclusively on Girl, Woman, Other. 
Comparatively limited attention has been devoted to examining 
how gendered resistance operates through cultural memory 
across Evaristo's broader body of fiction. The interconnected 
relationship between resistance, historical remembrance, and 
identity formation remains underexplored. This study addresses 
that gap by investigating how Evaristo employs cultural 
memory as a resource for gendered resistance and how her 
female characters reclaim agency through the recovery, 
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preservation, and reinterpretation of personal and collective 
histories. By integrating Black feminist perspectives with 
cultural memory theory, the present research seeks to provide a 
more comprehensive understanding of Evaristo's contribution 
to contemporary literary and cultural studies. 

Fig. 3. Conceptual Framework of the Study 

METHODOLOGY 

This research adopts a qualitative approach to literary analysis 
based on textual and thematic analyses that will help to 
investigate the connection between gendered resistance and 
cultural memory represented in the selected corpus of 
Bernardine Evaristo's novels. Qualitative literary research is the 
best method to analyze literary texts' underlying meanings, 
representations, ideology. 

For the purpose of this project, primary sources include the 
selected novels of Bernardine Evaristo: Girl, Woman, Other; 
Lara; and The Emperor's Babe. They are used since they 
provide vivid descriptions of women's experiences of 
resistance, their historical reconstruction, cultural heritage, and 
identity construction. The secondary sources include peer-
reviewed articles from scholarly journals and other publications 
about Black feminism, intersectionality, cultural memory, 
postcolonial literature, and Black British writing. The literature 

review on Evaristo's fiction creates the theoretical background 
for this study. 

Black feminist theory, especially the theories of 
intersectionality and gender oppression, and cultural memory 
theory constitute the conceptual framework of this research. 
The perspective of Black feminism provides the opportunity to 
examine intersectionality of race, gender, class, and sexuality in 
the experiences of women portrayed in Evaristo's fiction. 
Cultural memory theory is applied to explore how personal 
memories, family histories, shared experience, and history 
contribute to identity construction and resistance to 
marginalization. 

Data collection will be conducted through close reading and 
analysis of texts. The selected texts will be read carefully and 
interpreted in terms of the identified themes such as resistance, 
agency, identity, memory, historical recovery, and cultural 
belonging. Specific focus will be made on characterization, 
narrative voice, intergenerational storytelling, and marginal 
histories. Previous literary research of Evaristo's novels also 
employed qualitative textual analysis and feminist literary 
criticism to explore issues of identity, intersectionality, and 
social inequality. 

GENDERED RESISTANCE AND CULTURAL MEMORY IN 
EVARISTO'S NOVELS 

Bernardine Evaristo's literary works provide a thorough 
exploration of the ways in which the marginalized people 
manage to negotiate the structures of power through resistance 
and remembering. Her fiction focuses on the women who find 
themselves in certain positions within the intersecting systems 
of race, gender, class, and cultural belonging. The author uses 
multiple narrative voices and inventive storytelling techniques 
to prove that the acts of resistance go beyond the direct 
participation in politics and involve self-definition and recovery 
of the hidden memories and history. 

Theme of Gendered Resistance and Cultural Memory in 
Evaristo's Fiction 

The theme of gendered resistance is a constant in Evaristo's 
fiction. Her characters are represented as those women who are 
able to resist the stereotypical gender roles imposed on them in 
their societies. Instead of adhering to strict social norms, the 
women choose their own paths and achieve independence 
through education, creativity, success at work and personal 
choices. For instance, in Girl, Woman, Other, the characters 
like Amma resist the gender expectations by leading 
independent lives and refusing to fit into the stereotype of 
womanhood. Thus, Evaristo shows how the resistance can 
come from the simple acts of decision-making. 

https://gjirp.org/


 

5  

 

Global Journal of Innovative Research Perspectives (GJIRP) 
ISSN (Online): 3143-1089 
Volume-1 Issue-2 || Apr – Jun 2025 || PP. 1 – 7  https://gjirp.org/ 

Intersectionality: Race, Gender, Class, and Social 
Marginalization 

The representation of the act of resistance in the works of 
Evaristo is closely related to the idea of intersectionality. It 
means that her female characters have to deal with multiple 
aspects of discrimination, all of which cannot be regarded 
separately. Such notions as race, gender, class, sexuality, and 
ethnicity intersect and create different experiences of 
marginalization and exclusion. Intersectionality is the principle 
that lies in the core of Black feminist thought, according to 
which systems of oppression do not work separately. 

In the novel Girl, Woman, Other, the different backgrounds of 
the characters reveal how social injustices impact people 
differently depending on their generation and communities. 
While some of them experience the racism, others face the 
problems associated with gender stereotypes or lack of financial 
resources. However, the characters come up with the methods 
of resilience and self-affirmation. Evaristo reveals that the 
resistance comes out of the awareness of shared experiences 
and the assertion of individual identity. 

Recovering Hidden Histories through Cultural Memory 

Cultural memory is the crucial aspect in Evaristo's works 
dedicated to the issues of identity and resistance. Many of her 
literary pieces involve the recovery of the stories that have been 
ignored or forgotten and which do not belong to the main 
historical narrative. Through the act of remembering, the 
characters can get acquainted with their heritage and better 
understand their position within the historical process. Thus, 
memory becomes the tool to resist the historical erasure. 

For example, in Lara, the author reconstructs the family history 
of different generations and different geographical locations. 
Evaristo describes the ancestral stories and cultural traditions 
that help the characters to see how their personal identity has 
been formed within the context of collective memory. In this 
way, she preserves the historical experiences that are important 
for the better understanding of cultural heritage. 

Another example of the role of the cultural memory as the form 
of resistance can be seen in the novel The Emperor's Babe 
where the author reconstructs the image of Black people living 
in Roman Britain. The conventional history fails to provide any 
information about the racial diversity of the ancient society, but 
Evaristo restores the hidden stories in order to resist the 
dominant historical narratives. 

Narrative Techniques of Resistance and Identity 
Construction 

Evaristo applies the narrative techniques that support the ideas 
of the acts of resistance and construction of identity. Her use of 
the multiple voices, fragmented narration, and intertextuality 
enables the marginalized points of view to emerge on an equal 
footing. Thus, Evaristo challenges the traditional hierarchical 
narration and invites the readers to engage into different 
experiences and narratives. 

For example, the polyphony in the novel Girl, Woman, Other 
helps to create a collective narrative where the differences and 
the struggles of different characters are revealed. The lack of 
the dominant narrative is the characteristic of the author's 
writing that proves her inclusiveness and representativeness. 

The process of storytelling becomes the empowering act in the 
novels of Bernardine Evaristo. Through it, the characters can 
take back the control over their stories and become the 
protagonists rather than the characters created by someone else. 
In such a way, the personal memories are turned into the 
collective histories which challenge the exclusionary cultural 
narratives. 

Thus, the intersection of the themes of gendered resistance and 
cultural memory becomes the key to understanding the literary 
project of Bernardine Evaristo. Through the recovery of the 
marginalized experiences and the presentation of the stories of 
the marginalized characters, the author challenges the power 
structures and proves the importance of the cultural memory in 
overcoming the social marginalization. 

DISCUSSION 

Analysis reveals that Evaristo's novels create an important link 
between gendered resistance and cultural memory, explaining 
how individual and shared memories affect the experiences of 
marginalized women. As Evaristo's novels demonstrate, 
resistance is not only the reaction to contemporary 
discrimination but also a process involving historical 
awareness, cultural heritage, and the recovery of marginalized 
histories. By focusing on women who are defined by 
intersections of racial, gender, economic and cultural 
categories, Evaristo challenges the traditional literary and social 
discourses where the voice of the Black woman was silenced. 

 

One of the major conclusions drawn from the literature review 
is that Evaristo considers resistance as a multifaceted process. 
Instead of engaging in politics, Evaristo's women characters 
fight against marginalization through self-representation, 
education, creativity, storytelling, and creation of alternative 
and independent identities. These types of resistance reflect the 
black feminist ideas of agency and empowerment in ordinary 
life situations. 
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It should be mentioned that the literature review also shows that 
cultural memory plays a crucial role in the process of identity 
construction. As Evaristo proves, memory can be used as a tool 
that helps people understand their place in history and heritage. 
Individual and shared histories of families and ancestors help to 
construct one's identity while at the same time preserving 
traditional practices that could otherwise get lost. Thus, 
recovery of marginalized histories allows for resistance to 
historical oblivion and affirmation of existence of those 
communities which were traditionally excluded from British 
history. Another important feature of Evaristo's works is her 
narrative techniques which she uses as a means of resistance. 
Polyphony of her novels allows multiple perspectives to co-
exist and thus challenges monologic representation of identity. 
Narrative inclusiveness reflects the diversity of modern 
multicultural societies and emphasizes the idea that history and 
identity consist of various interconnected stories rather than a 
dominant narrative. 

In addition, it should be stressed that the findings reveal 
Evaristo's significance not only in terms of literary 
representation but also in the context of broader social and 
cultural debates. Through intersectionality, Evaristo shows how 
various systems of oppression work simultaneously and how 
people deal with these contradictions thanks to resilience and 
support of the community. In modern societies characterized by 
cultural diversity and social, political, and representational 
discussions, Evaristo's novels provide valuable insights into 
how marginalized groups negotiate belonging and inclusion. 
The above analysis confirms that gendered resistance and 
cultural memory are closely related themes in Evaristo's fiction. 
Memory provides historical and emotional background that 
enables resistance, while resistance preserves and reinterprets 
collective memory. 

CONCLUSION 

It is necessary to note that in this paper, a detailed analysis of 
the interrelated concepts of gendered resistance and cultural 
memory in the selected Bernardine Evaristo novels has been 
conducted, and it can be argued that the author provides a 
complex examination of the issues of identity, power, and social 
change. With the help of the various female characters' 
experiences, Bernardine Evaristo criticizes the dominant 
narratives concerning race, gender, class, and culture while 
emphasizing the strength and power of those people who face 
different types of discrimination. 

First of all, it can be concluded that the concept of cultural 
memory occupies an important place in the author's creative 
work. With the help of historical recovery, reconstruction of 
ancestors' experiences, and voices of the marginalized people, 

Bernardine Evaristo's novels challenge erasing history and 
create an inclusive view on the past. Cultural memory becomes 
the source of power since with the help of it, the characters can 
connect with their heritage, build their identities, and resist the 
existing systems of exclusion. 

Furthermore, the importance of the intersectionality in the 
interpretation of the issue of resistance in the works of the 
author should be highlighted. The selected novels depict how 
the characters suffer from oppression through multiple axes of 
oppression, such as race, gender, class, and cultural difference, 
reflecting the complex reality of contemporary society. Thus, 
through the depiction of such interrelated experiences, 
Bernardine Evaristo enriches black feminism and provides a 
more comprehensive view on the issue of identity formation 
and empowerment. The last important contribution of 
Bernardine Evaristo to contemporary literature is connected 
with the innovative narrative strategies used by the author. With 
the help of polyphony, the reconstruction of the past, and the 
use of multiple perspectives, it is possible to create literary 
spaces where voices of the marginalized people become visible 
and strong. 

To summarize, it is necessary to state that the novels of 
Bernardine Evaristo prove that gendered resistance and cultural 
memory are two interdependent forces shaping identities of 
both the individuals and collectives. With the help of the 
portrayal of resistant women, recovered histories, and different 
cultural experiences, the author provides a valuable critique of 
the social injustices and creates an inclusive vision of belonging 
in the multicultural societies. Her contribution to contemporary 
literature is valuable not only in terms of its artistic innovations 
but also in terms of the provision of a critical perspective on the 
issues of social justice, recognition, and inequality. 
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